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Viewing conditions were
fair due to high seas and
overcast skies.
Winds from NNE at >15 kts.

possible silver sheen
in riprap just south of
fourth cut

possible silver
sheens in 1st, 2nd,
3rd and 4th cut

sheens collecting
behind barge in
Grand Pass

Oil weathering processes have resulted in tarball
formation.  These tarballs can vary in size, but most
are generally pea-sized.  There is little, if any, sheen
associated with the tarballs and they are dispersed
over a large area.  This makes visual observation
from aircraft extremely difficult.  If the tarballs collect
in a natural convergence such as that found at the
interface between the Mississippi River plume and
Gulf waters, it would be possible for tarballs to
aggregate into cohesive slicks.  Smaller convergences
found in channels and cuts are also collection areas
for tarballs.

heavy concentrations of
black/emulsified oil on shore,
riprap, and in pocket (about
1000yds of shoreline

black oil in battured

heavy concentrations
of black oil in lagoon

Overflight Map
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M/V Westchester Spill

USE ONLY AS A GENERAL REFERENCE

Graphic does not represent precise locations or amounts of oil

Date/Time:  03 Dec 00, 0802-0904

Platform:  Jet Ranger, 200-400ft altitude
Observers:  Cousins (DEQ), Goatcher (USFWS),
Simecek-Beatty (NOAA) 
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